
367 

Nat’l Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm., Commerce § 971.202 

representative of the applicant. The ap-
plication and 25 copies thereof must be 
submitted to: 

Ocean Minerals and Energy Division, Office 
of Ocean and Coastal Resource Manage-
ment, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Suite 710, 1825 Connecticut 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20235. 

The Administrator may waive in whole 
or in part, at his discretion, the re-
quirement that 25 copies of an applica-
tion be filed with NOAA. 

(c) General contents. The application 
must contain a proposed commerical 
recovery plan and the financial, tech-
nical, environmental and other infor-
mation specified in this part, which in 
total are necessary for the Adminis-
trator to make the determinations re-
quired by the Act and this part. Al-
though the ultimate standards for de-
terminations under these rules are 
identical for both transferees and origi-
nal preexisting licensees, NOAA antici-
pates that applicants who are trans-
ferees will have to supply more infor-
mation with the application than li-
censees will [see subsection (e) in this 
section]. 

(d) Identification of requirements. Each 
portion of the application should iden-
tify the requirements of this part to 
which it responds. 

(e) Information previously submitted in 
connection with an exploration license. 
Information previously submitted as 
part of an exploration license applica-
tion, as well as information submitted 
during the course of license activities 
(such as data included in annual re-
ports to NOAA), may be incorporated 
in the commercial recovery permit ap-
plication by reference. 

(f) Request for confidential treatment of 
information. If an applicant wishes to 
have any information in its application 
not be subject to public disclosure, it 
must so request, at the time of submit-
ting the information, pursuant to 
§ 971.802 which will govern disposition 
of the request. 

(g) Pre-application consultation. The 
Administrator will make NOAA staff 
available to potential applicants for 
pre-application consultations on how 
to respond to the provisions of this 
part. In appropriate circumstances, the 
Administrator will provide written 
confirmation to the applicant of oral 

guidance resulting from such consulta-
tions. Such consultation is required for 
the purpose of § 971.207. The applicant is 
encouraged to consult with affected 
States as early as is practicable [see 
also §§ 971.213 and 971.606(b)]. 

(h) Compliance with Federal consist-
ency requirements. An applicant for a 
commercial recovery permit must com-
ply with all necessary requirements, 
including procedures, pursuant to 15 
CFR part 930, subpart D. Applications 
and other necessary data and informa-
tion must be transmitted to the des-
ignated State agency as prescribed 
under 15 CFR 930.50. 

CONTENTS 

§ 971.201 Statement of financial re-
sources. 

(a) General. The application must 
contain information sufficient to dem-
onstrate to the Administrator pursuant 
to § 971.301 that, upon issuance or trans-
fer of the permit, the applicant will 
have access to the financial resources 
to carry out, in accordance with this 
part, the commercial recovery program 
set forth in the applicant’s commercial 
recovery plan. 

(b) Specific. In particular, the infor-
mation on financial resources is ex-
pected to be general in nature but must 
include the likely sources and timing 
of funds to meet the applicant’s sched-
uled expenditures in the recovery plan. 
These sources may include cash flow, 
reserves, and outside funding. 

§ 971.202 Statement of technological 
experience and capabilities. 

(a) General. The application must 
contain information sufficient to dem-
onstrate to the Administrator pursuant 
to § 971.301 that, upon issuance or trans-
fer of the permit, the applicant will 
have the technological capability to 
carry out, in accordance with the regu-
lations contained in this part, the com-
mercial recovery program set out in 
the applicant’s commercial recovery 
plan. 

(b) Specific. In particular, the infor-
mation submitted pursuant to this sec-
tion must describe the equipment, 
knowledge, and skills the applicant 
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possesses, or to which it can dem-
onstrate access [see § 971.200(e)]. The in-
formation must include: 

(1) A description of the technology or 
the equipment and methods to be used 
by the applicant in carrying out each 
step in the mining process, including 
nodule collection, retrieval, transfer to 
ship, environmental monitoring, trans-
port to processing facilities, nodule 
processing, waste disposal and compli-
ance with applicable water quality 
standards. The description must in-
clude: 

(i) An analysis of the performance of 
experimental systems, sub-systems, or 
analogous machinery; 

(ii) The rationale for extrapolating 
from test results to commercial min-
ing. The more test data offered with 
the application the less analysis will be 
expected; and 

(iii) Anticipated system reliability 
within the context of anticipated pro-
duction time lost through equipment 
failure. 

(2) A functional description of the 
types of technical persons on whom the 
applicant will rely to operate its equip-
ment. 

§ 971.203 Commercial recovery plan. 
(a) General. The application must in-

clude a proposed commercial recovery 
plan which describes the applicant’s 
projected commercial recovery activi-
ties, in a general way, for the twenty 
year period to be covered by the pro-
posed permit. Although preliminary 
and subject to change, the plan must 
be more detailed for that portion of the 
permit term leading up to the initi-
ation of commercial recovery. The plan 
must include sufficient information for 
the Administrator, pursuant to this 
part, to make the necessary determina-
tions pertaining to the certification 
and issuance or transfer of a permit 
and to the development and enforce-
ment of the TCRs for a permit. 

(b) Specific. The plan must include: 
(1) A description of the activities pro-

posed to be carried out during the pe-
riod of the permit; 

(2) The intended schedule of commer-
cial recovery (see ‘‘Diligent commercial 
recovery,’’ § 971.503); 

(3) Environmental safeguards and 
monitoring systems, which must take 

into account requirements under sub-
part F of this part, including best 
available technologies (BAT) (§ 971.604) 
and monitoring (§ 971.603); 

(4) Details of the area or areas pro-
posed for commercial recovery, which 
meet requirements for diligence 
(§ 971.503) and conservation of resources 
pursuant to subpart E (especially 
§ 971.502); 

(5) A resource assessment of the area 
or areas proposed for commercial re-
covery which meets the requirements 
for resource assessment and logical 
mining unit (§ 971.501); 

(6) A description of the methods and 
technology to be used for commercial 
recovery and processing (see 
§ 971.202(b)(1)); and 

(7) The methods to be used for dis-
posal of wastes from recovery and proc-
essing, including the areas for disposal 
and identification of any toxic sub-
stances in wastes. 

§ 971.204 Environmental and use con-
flict analysis. 

(a) Environmental information submis-
sion. The application must be sup-
ported by sufficient marine environ-
mental information for the Adminis-
trator to prepare an environmental im-
pact statement (EIS) on the proposed 
mining activities, and to determine the 
appropriate permit TCRs based on en-
vironmental characteristics of the re-
quested minesite. The Administrator 
may require the submission of addi-
tional data, in the event he determines 
that the basis for a suitable EIS, or a 
determination of appropriate TCRs, is 
not available. 

(b)(1) In preparing the EIS, the Ad-
ministrator will attempt to charac-
terize the environment in such a way 
as to provide a basis for judging the po-
tential for significant adverse effects 
or irreparable harm triggered by com-
mercial mining (see subpart F). In 
compiling these data, the Adminis-
trator will utilize existing information 
including the relevant license EIS, ad-
ditional exploration data acquired by 
the applicant, and other data in the 
public domain. 

(2) The EIS must present adequate 
physical, chemical, and biological in-
formation for the permit area. If the 
permit area lies within the area of 
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